











3. Why do you think she didn’t recognize Jesus?

4. What did Jesus tell her to do? (verse 17).

5. Why do you think Mary was the one He appeared to
first after He was raised from the dead?

6. Why is the resurrection of Christ essential to our faith?

Considering Christ
Christ revealed Himself to many people after His resur-
rection. The end of each Gospel contains a more detailed
account of those incidents. A clear summary of those
appearances is also found in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.

The apostle Paul uses this as powerful evidence of
the authenticity of Christ and His message. In fact, Paul



rather boldly declares the resurrection of Jesus Christ to
be the pivotal point of Christianity.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. Why does Paul say
that Jesus’ resurrection is so important?

Never before has the world clamored so loudly for
answers and never before has it been so committed
to the idea that no answers are available.

Ayn Rand

“l am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”
Jesus Christ



Wrapping Up Your Study

As these five scenes demonstrate (and the rest of the
New Testament bears witness), Jesus treated women as
individuals of unique worth and value. Because of His
example and model, wherever Christianity has influenced
a culture throughout the centuries, the status of women
has dramatically changed for the better. No conqueror or
religious leader before or since has done for women what
Jesus has done.

Yet each of the women in these stories experienced
more than the personable, warm response of a compas-
sionate man. The Lord Jesus Christ quite literally trans-
formed the lives of the women in these New Testament
accounts.

Jesus longs to meet the needs of women in our
generation as well. He is the same yesterday, today, and
forever (Hebrews 13:8). You can encounter Christ, just
as these women did, by responding to what He has done
foryou.

Accepting the reality of what Christ has done for you
by His death on the Cross is very similar to accepting a
gift that another person has purchased for you. That gift
is a mark of that person’s graciousness toward you—the
expression of his or her love.

When you and | accept the gift of God’s love in
Christ, we are saying that we believe that our sin has
created such an insurmountable barrier between us and
God that only the-death of His Son, Jesus Christ, could
bring us back into a right relationship with Him. The fol-
lowing two verses express in a succinct, clear way what
that belief really means. How would you put these verses
in your own words?



John 1:12

John 5:24

If you would like to begin a new life with Christ, you
can express that desire to God very simply in prayer. You
can do that by praying and acknowledging to God that
you realize you've sinned and you need His forgiveness.
You can ask Christ to come into your life right now and
give you a new life in Him.

Have you ever taken this step with Jesus Christ?

Do you have any questions about what it means to
receive Christ?



Be sure to check out Helene Ashker’s
other Bible study from NavPress.
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If you want your faith to grow, this study
guide will help you learn what it means to
CHANGES WOMEN become more like Christ as you study ele-
ments of spiritual growth.
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WEHAVE A STUDY THAT'S
RIGHT FOR YOU.

Whether you’re a new believer wanting to know
the basics of Christianity, a small-group leader building
new groups, or someone digging deeper into God’s
Word, we have something for you!

From topical to inductive, NavPress studies
emphasize in-depth spiritual change for
believers at all levels. Each contains a
combination of questions, tools, Scripture,
leader’s guides, and other materials for
groups or individuals. If you want to study
a book of the Bible, learn to handle stress,
be a good parent, or communicate effectively
with God, we have the resources for
your Bible study needs.

Why go anywhere else?

Order your copies today. Call (800) 366-7788
or visit our website at www.navpress.com.
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